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non-military objectives all over London. Possibly
other influences account for some of the bad misses
by the bombers of the Luftwaffe. The Germans are
not sufficiently interested in accurate bombing to
give their bombs a good streamline form or to carry
them in such an attitude in the machine that they
are pointing in the direction they must take at the
moment of release.
For economy in space most German bombers
carry the bombs vertically, nose uppermost, ignor-
ing the fact that for some seconds after they are
released they must travel forward on a path almost
parallel with that of the machine they have left.
German bombs, dropped vertically when they have
to follow a virtually horizontal course, usually turn
over and over at the beginning of their fall and so
introduce an incalculable factor into those estimates
of bomb behaviour on which the design of the
bomb-sight must be based. Some further irregu-
larity in rate of fall and in the path they follow may
also occur from their cylindrical form.
From all of this it will be seen that a bomber
which does not afford a steady bombing platform is
rather like a gun on a boggy emplacement. Nobody
can be quite sure where its projectiles will go. The
British insistence on stability in bombers has
certainly given good results. Before the war many
bomber units on practice bombing could be sure of
dropping 80 per cent, of their bombs 'within the
target area' from heights up to 10,000 ft. Their
work against hundreds of specified objectives in
Germany suggests that equal accuracy can be ob-
tained even by night when once the target is located
and identified.